Ministerial Salaries Bill.

712

Fegislutive Council,
Fridey, 4th March, 1892,

Augmentation of Ministerinl Salaries Bill: first resd.
ing~—High School Act Amendinent Bill: withdrawm
—Eiovernorn of High School Bill: first reading—
Customs Bill: second rending—Aborigines Protec-

reading- ied,

tion Act Amendment Bill: third —Marri
‘Women's Property Bill: third reading—Goldftelds
Act Amendment Bill: in committes — Wonnerup
Roads Bill : gecond ing : in committes—Electric
Lighting Bill: second reading—Adjournnent.

Tre PRESIDENT (8ir T. Cockburn-
Campbell, Bart.) took the chair at 3
o'clock.

PrAYERS.

AUGMENTATION OF MINISTERIAL
SALARIES BILL.
This bill waz received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first
time,

HIGH SCHOOL ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

Trez COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Shenton), in accordance with notice,
moved that the bill intituled “An Act
to amend ‘ The High School Act, 1876,
be withdrawn.

Question—put and passed.

TeE COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
(. Shenton), in accordance with notice,
moved that it be an instruction to the
select committee appointed to consider and
report on “The Governors of the High
School Appointment Bill,” that they do
draft a new bill amending the Act to pro-
vide for the higher education of boys, of
1878, with its emending Act of 1878,

Question—put and passed.

GOVERNORS OF HIGH SCHOOL BILL.

Tae COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
&. Shenton) brought up the bill as
drafted by the select committee, and
moved that it be now read a first time.

Question—put and passed.

CUSTOMS BILL.
SECOND READING,

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
(. Shenton): I now have to move the
second reading of this bill. I may state
the bill is primarily brought in for the
purpose of consolidating the present
Customs Acts which are in foree in
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the colony. There are a very large
number, and we thought it advisable to
have one Act dealing with the Collection
of Customs. Also, it is found to be
necessary under the new form of Gov-
ernment that certain powers hitherto
vested in the Collector of Customs should
devolve upon Ministers. This Act has
been very carefully drawn, and I think
that hon. members will find that it deals
with all matters required for that import-
ant branch of Her Majesty’s Service—
the collection of Customs. I therefore
move the second reading.
Question—put and passed.

ABORIGINES PROTECTION BILL.

This Bill was read a third time and
passed.

MARRIED WOMEN'S PROPERTY BILL.
This Bill was read a third time and
passed.

GOLDFIELDS BILL.
IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 2 — No miner’s right to be
issued to any Asiatic or African alien:

Tee How. J. MORRISON : Yesterday
evening I moved to report progress in
order that time wmight be taken to look
into this clause. I find, however, when
it was brought forward in another place,
the Premier said that the object of the
Bill was to renew the clause passed five
years ago provided by the principal Act,
which prohibited Asiatic and African
aliens from holding miner’s rights on the
fields; that the time has expired, and
that their idea was not to extend it again
for a term of years, but to make it per-
peteal. Well, sir, I think for us now to
pass an Act making it perpetual that no
Agiatic shall be allowed to hold a miner's
right in the Kimberley district is what
I should call hasty legislation, especially
in the face of what is going on in Queens-
land. We find Sir Samuel Griflith who,
with no doubt very laudable intentions,
almost ruined the Queensiand sugar trade
by doing away with Asiatic labor for the
purpose of encouraging white labor, now
finds the necessity of reverting to this
kind of labor, and proposed a law allow-
ing them to work there owing to whites
being unable to——
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Tre How. J. W. Hacrerr: I say it is
quite the opposite.

Tax How. J. MORRISON : Then I
will suy because they will not do it.

Tee How. J. W. Hacxerr: He gives
very different reasons; it is proved they
can work.

Tee How. J. MORRISON.: It is
strange that he should turn round—he
has a mind of his own—and say that he
sees the necessity of these alien races
being employed there. I think that
owing to the clitnate we shall still bave
to employ these Asiatics if we are to work
our mines in the northern parts of Aus-
tralia in any kind of paying manner. I
think that this bill, making the exclusion
perpetual, is going too far, and I shall
move, as an amendment, when the third
reading comes on, “ that this Bill be read
& third time this day six months.”

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
(. Shenton): I must inform the hon.
member that he is rather in error in the
statement he made with regard to Sir
Samuel Griffith. Sir Samuel Griffith has
not proposed to introduce Asiatics be-
cause the whites could not work; he is
simply proposing to go back to the old
gystem of introducing kanakas., It is
lmown that these kanakas can be re-
turned to the islands they come from
after completing their term of employ-
ment. I may state that when I was
in Queensland, there was a strong feeling
that either Lkanaka or coolie labor
should be intreduced under the three or
five years’ system by which after their
term had expired they could be retarned
to the country to which they belonged.
The same systemn exists now in the West
Indies, where coolies are brought from
India for a term of years, and then return-
ed to their own country., The objection to
Chinese working on the goldfields is that
unless this law were passed they would
“have equal rights with Europeans and
white settlers in working the mines,
It has been found that the working of
goldfields by Asiatics has not been known
to answer ; they are not useful citizens to
the State, for whatever they can manage
to scrape together is not spent in the
colony, but is sent out of it. Under the
Act which expired at the end of last year
no Asiatic or alien was allowed to take
out a miner’s right. We propose to re-
pew this restriction, and I think hon.
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members will agree that it is a very wise
restriction. It does not interfere with
the employment of these men as domestic
servants on stations or as shepherds.

Tae How. R. E. Busa: I understand
this bill does mot prevent these Asi-
atics from being employed on the gold-
fields.

Tre COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
@. Shenton): They are not allowed to
work in the gold mines, but they can be
employed as household servants on the
goldfields. The object of the hill is
simply to prevent these men from hold-
ing miners’ rights to quarry in the mines,
but I think it dees not prevent their
being employed as domestic or outside
servants. I think, under these cireum-
stances, there can be no objection to the
bill excepting, as the hon. member Mr.
Morrison says, there is this difficulty, that
in the northern tervitory, such as at Kim.
berley, we find it is very difficult to get
Europeans to work the mines. In the
Northern Territory of South Australia—
Port Darwin, for instance—I think most
of the mines are being worked by
Chinese labor, and it is quite possible
that at some future time, it will be found
necessary to alter this regulation in order
to facilitate the working of our gold-
fields in our Northern Territory, either
by working with coclies from India or
Kanakas, so as to prevent the necessity
of Chinese labor.

Tue Hox. R. E. BUSH: I support
Mr. Morrison. I consider if we pass
this Act we might as well strike the Kim-
berley goldfield, as a goldfield, off our
maps. We have had five years' ex-
perience of these fields, and 1t has been
found impossible to work with white
labor. It is agreed that they are ex-
tremely rich mines, and even with all
their richness, it has been found im-
practicable to work them with whites.
Again, sir, 1 notice the hon. Colenial
Secretary seems to take exception to the
employment of Chinese, and mentions
Indian coolies. This Act, of course, pre-
vents these Indians coming and working
on these goldfields.

Tae Cororiar Seceerary (Hon, @,
Shenton) : They are British subjects,

Tae Hon. J. W. Haceerr: They are
not aliens.

Tae Honx. R. E. BUSH: Then the
Kanaka is not a British subject,
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Tre How. J. W. Hackerr: He is
neither an Asiatic nor an African,

Tee Hox. R. E. BUSH: The whole
question hinges upon this point; the
working men of Australia naturally dis-
like any kind of cheap labor whether
Kanaka, Chinese, or Indian coolie.
There is no doubtabout that, and I do not
think, if it were possible to do without
this labor, any Englishman would pro-
pose any but white labor. The passin,
of this bill would, I think, be detrimenta
to our rich goldfields in the Northern
distriets, and if Mr. Morrison puts his
remarks in the form of an amendment or
motion I shall be most happy to support
it.

Tee Howx. J. W. HACKETT: My
hon. friend Mr. Morrison will pardon my
making allusion to his reference to Sir
Samuel Griffith, for it shows the unde-
sirability of referring to matters of com-
mon notoriety without taking the trouble
to make ourselves perfectly acquainted
with the circumstances connected with
them, Now S8ir Samuel Griffith has
published a manifesto which I may take
upon myself to say my hon. friend has
not read.

Tae Horx. J. Morrison: Perhaps it
has not been published here.

Tae How. J. W. HACKETT: It was
published at length in a paper having a
very large circulation in this colony, and
styled the West Australian, and it is cer-
tainly very small encourngement to the
proprietors of that paper to find so small
e reward for their labor and energy, as
appears from the fact that it has not
been read even by the Hon. Mr. Morri-
son. Sir Samuel Griffith, in a paper
which seems to be more or less a piece of
special pleading, puts the three grounds
which led him to object to kanaka labor.
They were these: 1. That kanaka labor
tended to encourage the aggregation of
large estates, owned for the most part by
absentees and fostered by gang labor, and
go discourage actual settlement by small
farmers working for themselves. z. That
it led to field labor or tropical agriculture
being looked down upen as degrading
and unworthy of white races; 3. That
the permanent existence amongst us of a
large servile population is not compatible
with the continuance of our free political
institutions, Now he pleads that all
these things have been altered since the
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legislation of a few years ago. In the
first place he points out large estates ave
being broken up day by day, and that
the small sugar farmer iz taking the
place of the large sugar planter. The
number of white sugar farmers is daily
increasing, aund therefore the condition
that was formerly attached to the em-
ployment of kanaka labor in the tropies
has passed away. He assigns reasons
for his important change of front which
would have been better had it taken
place many years previously, or if he
had never placed himself in a position
necessitating such a change. He finds
that by maintaining the prohibition
against kanaka labor that he is injuring
the small white sugar farmer. The Hon.
Mr. Bush has referred to the experiences
of the Kimberley goldfields. It is very
curious how reports get about. I have
been informed by a gentleman well ac-
quainted with these goldfields, who has
held high positions, both politieally and
magisterially, in that district, that white
labor can be employed with just as much
advantage as colored labor on the Kim-
berley goldfields. He says a distinction
is to be drawn between labor on the
const and labor on the tableland country,
and on this latter the goldfields are
wholly situated. This place is 2,000 feet
above the level of the sea and white
labor could thrive on it. It was per-
fectly healthy for the white man who
could do as good a day’s labor there
as he could 500 miles to the south-
ward. The whole guestion is whether
we ought to legislate against alien labor
becoming = great factor in our mining
population, not only for industrial pur.
poses but for legislative purposes. There
can be no question, that where you givea
miner's right you will have te give a
miner's vote before long, and I hope a
change will soon take place in our fran-
chise to that effect. It has been gene-
rally agreed that it is not expedient to
encourage a large hnportation of African
or Asiatic aliens in these colonies. This
is a matter which, for my part, I think,
contains an element of great danger, and
I say so because the first few months of
my life in this colony I spentin a circle
where colored labor was not only largely
introduced, but was also coming to be
considerably in the ascendant. This was
a source of much danger to the white
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population, who petitioned the Governor; | another five years, but I do object to

and in the old Legislative Council
mmeasures were taken to exclude these
aliens, except in certain cases and under
certain conditions. I believe thatitisa
fact that so far from the legislation being
repugnant to the miners of the Kimberley
district, a petition has been largely signed
representing about 1,000 persons, and
has come down from our far Northern
territory, praying that legislation of this
kind should be passed into law. If that
be so it removes the slight objection which
can be taken to the bill, and I can only
say if we exclude the Chinese from being
able to hold miners’ rights, and it be
found that we are doing injury to the
field, I have perfect faith in the wisdem
of the Government, and of the Par-
liament of the day, that they will take
prompt measures, if not to remove, at
least to relieve the injury. I would ask
hon. members to look to the experience
of ono of the greatest and most marvel-
lous countries in its development which
history has recorded. I refer to the
United States of America. The one
great danger which is alarming her
statesmenis the presence of a large colored
population in their midst. And when
the disintegration of that great country
does take place, it will be found that the
wedge to split it into fragments will be
that colered element which is increasing

more and more in even larger ratio than .

the white population. It is too late to
take exception to this legislation, The
hon. member Mr. Morrison was himself
a member of the House at the time this
Goldfields Act was originally passed in
1886, and this clsuse was incorporated in
it which restricted aliens from holding
miner’s rights for a period of five years.

Tue How. J. Morrisow: That is the
very point.

Tz Box. J. W. HACKETT: It was
not to be permanent — that restriction
which he voted a few years ago; and if
it is not renewed at once, we shall find a
large influx of African and Asiatic aliens
come from the Northern Territory to
Kimberley. He should have moved for
further temporary restriction, to be con-
sistent, and not have moved to strike it
out altogether.

Tue Hon. J. Morrisox: I have no
motion yet. I do not know that I would
object to remew this restriction for

make it perpetual.

Tae Hox. J. W. HACKETT: The
hon, member has conceded so far. He
certainly moved

Tee Howx. J. Morrmson: I moved
nothing.

Tee PeesipeExT : The hon. mem-
ber stated he would probably move the
third reading this day six mouths. :

Tue Covoniar SecreErary (Hon. G.
Shenton) : Surely it would have been
sufficient if the hon. member had adopted
that plan when the third reading eame
on. Now we shall have ancther debate.
‘We have had two debates over this, and
the hon. member has not made ap his
mind yet what to do.

Tae Hox. J. W, HACKETT: The
hon. member himself voted for tempor-
ary restrictions. If the Colonial Secre-
tary asks for that to be made perpetual,
and this House agrees to it, the House has ’
at any time the power to repeal it if they
think fit. Therefore I shall support the
clause.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY
(Hon. G- S8henton) : In the old Goldfields
Act there was a specific time mentioned
—five years. If it is found that this bill
is a hardship, and cannot be worked well,
then it is very easy to repeal it. We
do not mention any time ; we simply leave
it an open question. * It was necessary to
bring forward this bill, the period of five
years having expired, as it was thought
that there would be a large influx of
aliens from Port Darwin if there were not
gome legislation on the subject. Strong re-
presentations were made hy the miners at
Kimberley against this, and for that reason

_we brought this measure forward. If at

gome future time it is found that this
bill causes hardship, and that the mines
cannot be worked without this colored
labor, no doubt the legislature of that
time will look upon it from a business
point of view and the Act will be repeal-
ed. We do not ask for any specific time.

Tar How. G. W. LEAKE: Two
topics have been introduced into this
debate. One is the clearing of the repu.
tation of a gentleman in Queensland—
Sir Samuel Griffith—and the other that
when the United States are broken up it
will be the negroes that will do it. Let
me point out that the negroes in North
America are very numerous, and if they
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do anything it will be nothing compared
with the vengeance the whites have
brought down upon themselves by cen-
turies of slavery. It is suggested that
the Indian Coolie is not an Asiatic but a
subject of Her Majesty. There are also
Chinese subjects of Her Majesty, both in
the Straits and at Hong Kong, and yet
these will be precluded from working by
thig bill.

Tae How. J. W. Hackerr: No;
they are not Asiatic aliens.

Tae Covorran Secrerary (Hon. G.
Shenton) : A man born there is a British
subject.

Tae Howx. &. W. LEAKE: I am glad
1o hear it; but I cannot see why an able-
bodied Chinaman is to be placed in any
worse position than auyone else. The
Frenchman, the German, the Italian, and
the Austrian can all work, and why not
the Chinaman ? The English have opened
up China by fire and the sword, and in
that country an Englishman can do pretty
much as he likes. I have had consider-
able experience of the Chinese. Are they
idle, are they cheap? Do they scamp
their work—in other words, are they not
honest laborers ? I can quote with con-
fidence what Mr. Gladstone said of the
Chinese ; they are not odious for their
vices, but for their virtues. Is their
labor of no value to the community ¥ Is
the European a moral of all the virtue
that attaches to Jaborers? I think not,
and yet, unless the Chinaman happens to
be a subject of the Queen, he 1s to be
preveated from working, or from holding
a miner’s right.

Tae Hox. J. G. H. AMHERST : We
appear to have wandered somewhat from
the point. The matter appears to me fo
rest upon this word “Alien.” When I
was in Fiji, there was a boy perfectly
black who used to say he was the first
white man who had put his foot in Fiji.
He had come from Barbadoes, and prided
himself that he was a British subject.
He was the son of his father, who had been
naturalised. A Chinaman landed at the
port of Fremantle the other day. When
questioned he stated be was an English-
man, not a Chinaman; his father was a
naturalised Englishman, and he was the
son of his father. That explains the
alien difficulty. We ought not to allow
Chinamen to come here from the other
colonies, Port Darwin, and other ports
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and receive licenses to mine. Mr. Hackett
has touched upon an important point
when he says that the Chinaman who has
a miner'’s right will have a miner's vote,
and I think he is perfectly right there,
and I do not think we should for a
moment permit these uliens to govern us
with their votes. Another point has
been most lucidly explained by my hon,
friend the Colonial Secretary, as to this
matter being in perpetnity. Any time
it can be annulled. If five years heace
these mines cannot be worked without
alien labor, it will be time to so amend
the Act as to allow this labor to come
down and work them. With regard
to kanaka labor: In Fiji the kanaka
was good enough on the Hat, but in the
hills the white man did his work. The
kanaka was no good ; he could not stand
the cold nights. I believe if we were to
have these laborers in the mountaing at
the North, they would not be able to
work half so well as the white men. I
think it would be a most serious matter if
any delay occurred in pagsing this bill,
and I shall most decidedly oppose any
motion for shelving it for six months or
any other term.

Clause agreed to.

The remaining clause was also agreed
to, and the bill reported.

WONNERUP ROADS BILL.

SECOND EEADING.

Tee COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
G. Shenton): I now move the second
reading of this bill, which is brought in
for the purpose of closing a road, which
is of no further use to the public. As
hon. members are aware, no roads can be
closed without passing a bill through
both Houses of the Legislature.

Question—put and passed.

IN COMMITTEE.

The bill was then considered in com-
mittee and agreed to without amend-
ment.

ELECTRIC LIGHTING BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tre COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
G. Shenton): In moving the second
reading of this bill I would explain that
it has been brought in at the request of
certain munjcipalities in order that elec-
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trie light companies may be placed under
proper supervision. Ttalso gives Councils
power to draw up regulations as may be
approved by the Governor, acting with
the advice of the Executive Council. It
also gives them power to break up roads,
and in fact similar powers to those framed
under the Gas Companies’ Acts as now
existing in Perth and Fremantle. The
latter part of the bill gives power to the
company to sue and be sued. As soon
ag the bill is passed there iz one com-
pany ready to comimence operations.

Tuee Hon. J. W, Hackgrr: Does it
prevent any other company supplying
electric light ?

Tae COLONIALSECRETARY (Hon.
G- Shenton) : I think not. It says any
company. I take it that means any com-
pany or companies can supply electric
light.

Question—put and passed.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Council, at 4 o’clock, p.m., ad-
journed until Monday, 7th March, at
8 o'clock p.m,

Wegislatibe Assembly,
Friday, 4th March, 1892.

Railwny Refreshment Room, Beverley—Augmentation
of Ministerinl Salaries Bill: third reading—Onme
Bill : Legislative Council's amendment—South.
Western Railway Act, 1801, Amendment Bill: in
committee—Remission of Crown Lands Rents Bill :
firat ing—Discipline of Garrison Troops Bill:
firet reading—Petition of John Slattery: consider-
ation of—Adjcurnment.

Tue SPEAKER took the chair at
2-30 p.m.

PRAYERS.

RAILWAY REFREESHMENT ROOM AT
BEVERLEY.

Mr. QUINLAN asked the Commis-
sioner of Railways why the Government
contemplated building a refreshmeni
room at the Beverley railway station, in
view of the accommodation now available.
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The reason he asked the question was
because he understood this refresh-
ment room would interfere with vested
interests.

Tue COMMISSIONER OF RAII-
WAYS (Hon. H. W. Venn) said the
Legislature expressed a wish some time
ago that there should be a refreshment
room built at Beverley, and the money
was voted for it. There was no more
accommodation for travellers at Beverley
now than there was then, and travellers
were constantly complaining of the long
distance they had to walk from the rail-
way station in order to obtain refresh-
ments, It was not desired to interfere
with existing interests, and the persons
who supplied the present accommodation
could, if they wished, rent this refresh-
ment room at the station, which was
provided simply for the accommodation
of travellers between Perth and Albany.

AUGMENTATION OF MINISTERIAL
SALARIES BTLL.
Read a third time, and transmitted to
the Legislative Council.

APPROPRIATION BILIL, 1892.
Read a first time,

GAME BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMENT,

On the Order of the Day for the con-
sideration of the Legislative Council's
message, suggesting a further amend-
ment in clause 9 of the Game Bill,

Tee ATTORNEY GENERATL (Hon,
8. Burt) said this was a measure they
had seen before. He believed it had now
occupied the attention of both Houses of
Parliament for something like three
months, and it now came before them
again for reconsideration, Amongst the
three or four amendments proposed by
the Council when this bill was first sent
to them was one in this 9th clause, which
imposed a penalty upon persons found
with probibited game in their possession
during the close season, and which gave
power to arrest such persons and to take
from them the game found in their
possession. All the other amendments
suggested by the Council had been agreed
to by the Assembly, but in this Sth
clause they made an amendment which
that House had declined to agree to, for



